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Auckland to Christchurch 10 Day Luxury
This highlights tour takes you on a scenic journey from the vibrant city of Auckland where you'll be
based right in the heart of the city at the Hilton Hotel, then south all the way to the evolving city of
Christchurch. Along the way you’ll explore two acclaimed wine regions, the Hawkes Bay is known for
its reds and the Marlborough Sounds famed for its Sauvignon Blanc. You’ll enjoy two nights at
Solitaire Lodge, the perfect base to explore the adventures and culture of Rotorua and two nights at
The Farm at Cape Kidnappers with its world class golf course and magnificent views of the Hawkes
Bay coastline.

Starts in: Auckland
Finishes in: Christchurch
Length: 10days / 9nights
Accommodation: Luxury Lodges & Hotels
Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: Late model rental cars
Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance (excess may apply)
Includes: Unlimited kms
Includes: GPS navigation
Includes: Airport & ferry terminal rental car fees
Includes: Additional drivers
Includes: Comprehensive tour pack (detailed itinerary, driving instructions, map/guidebooks,
brochures)
Includes: 24/7 support while touring New Zealand
Included activity: Private Transfer Auckland Airport to Auckland accommodation with Tourcorp
Included activity: Electronic Travel Guide and In-Country Support App
Included activity: Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton with exclusive access to the Premium Plus
Lounge
9 breakfasts, 5 dinners

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://juliestravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=559 or call us on (503) 636-5684
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Day 1

Private Transfer Auckland Airport to Auckland Accommodation
You will be met at the Auckland airport by the driver and transferred to your Auckland accommodation.

Welcome to Auckland
Auckland, New Zealand's self-proclaimed "City of Sails" is the country's largest metro area. Resting between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman
Sea, this urban paradise has something for everyone. Surrounded by native bush, rainforests, and an abundance of beaches, Auckland is a
playground for both the city savvy and those with an eye for adventure. Explore the central museums and galleries on foot, or get out onto the
water to experience the best views of the city.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Wētā Workshop Unleashed
Explore worlds of horror, sci-fi and fantasy in the making. An exciting, realistic, and authentic experience, with three fully developed and original
film concepts: A nail-biting horror Fauna, a fantasy epic Age of the Ever-Clan, and the mind-bending sci-fi Origins.
A 90-minute guided experience through fully themed environments, including immersive horror, fantasy, and sci-fi story worlds. Be immersed by
a specially-created unique sweeping cinematic soundtrack, animatronic creatures, physical and digital interactives, hyper-realistic sculpted
giants and characters, a horror house experience, and much more.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - All Blacks Experience
See what it takes to make, shape and be an All Black. Experience first-hand the excitement and emotion of game day. Discover the stories
behind some of world rugby&rsquo;s most famous players, moments and matches.
This guided experience introduces you to the game of rugby before being lead through state-of-the-art displays combining sound, images,
interactive technology and hands-on activities. Discover New Zealand&rsquo;s deep passion for our national sport, experience the full force of
the All Blacks haka, tackle interactive zones where you can try out your kicking, catching, line-out and accuracy skills against legendary All
Blacks.

Your accommodation: M Social Hotel Auckland
A contemporary hotel for the curious, the explorers and those who thrive on new experiences. Functionally
chic, this contemporary hotel overlooks the vibrant Princes Wharf that is home to a good array of dining,
entertainment and shopping experiences.

Day 2

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

Auckland to Rotorua
The drive south from Auckland takes you past the Bombay Hills and into the rolling farmland and rich dairy pastures of the Waikato. The
Bombay Hills mark the outer boundary of greater Auckland area and it's here you turn inland to central Waikato. You’ll soon go through the town
of Matamata where you can visit the fully intact Hobbiton film set used in the shooting of the Lord of The Rings and Hobbit trilogies. Continuing
on, you’ll pass several small farming communities before telltale signs of steam and other geothermal activity signal your arrival into Rotorua.
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Hobbiton Movie Set tour from Shires Rest
Become immersed in the The Lord of the Rings and Hobbit films when you visit the actual Hobbiton movie set. Located just outside of Matamata
in the heart of the lush Waikato farming region, your tour will begin with a drive through a picturesque sheep farm. You'll then be taken through
Hobbit Holes, the Green Dragon Inn, the Mill and the Party Tree while your guide shares behind-the-scenes tales and insight into the making of
the films. Spend time wandering through Bagshot Row before being led inside a Hobbit Hole to view the detailed interiors, designed to provide
an authentic glimpse into the dwelling of a Hobbit.

Solitaire Lodge
Nestled on the shores of lake Tarawera, Solitaire Lodge offers guests the ideal blend of indulgence and adventure from a picture perfect setting.
Luxurious and elegantly appointed with floor to ceiling windows and stunning panoramic views across the lake, guests can choose to relax in
front of an open fire with a book from the library, enjoy the bar facilities or take a stroll in the expansive herb garden. Nearby is the
Lodge&rsquo;s private jetty with complimentary use of the lodge&rsquo;s kayaks, motorised dinghies and trout fishing gear.
Each of the suites are styled for comfort and feature panoramic views of the lake and volcano. Bringing the outdoors in, you are invited unwind
and soak up the peace and quiet of this tranquil setting.
&nbsp;

Your accommodation: Solitaire Lodge
Solitaire Lodge Rotorua, one of New Zealand’s premier luxury lodges, enjoys breathtaking views over Lake
Tarawera, with lush natural bush and volcanic landscape backdrop. The subtle design brings the outdoors
in, inviting you to unwind and soak up the peace and quiet of this tranquil setting. Minutes from this iconic
resort you will discover a multitude of activities.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Day 3

Explore Rotorua
Peppered with natural hot springs, boiling mud pools and steaming geysers, Rotorua sits within one of the worlds most active volcanic regions.
Geothermal landmarks aside, this city of sulphur has a rich indigenous history. Home to several prominent Maori tribes, a visit to one of the
Maori Villages should be high on your agenda, as should an excursion to the Polynesian Spa for an invigorating soak in its natural mineral hot
springs.
Spike your adrenaline at Velocity Valley Adventure Park on stomach-dropping attractions such as static skydiving, or a giant swing reaching 130
km per hour. Alternatively, head up the Rotorua Gondola for soaring lake views, and ride the luge at night for an extra thrill.
Fans of Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit should drive to nearby Matamata and experience the actual movie set &lsquo;Hobbiton&rsquo;. Make
the most of your time in Rotorua with an excursion through the Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland, one of the area&rsquo;s most colourful
volcanic attractions.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Mount Tarawera & Orakei Korako Thermal Explorer by Helicopter
Combine the thrill of landing on Mount Tarawera with a flight that includes spectacular aerial views of Rotorua's stunning crater lakes, the
renowned Tarawera Falls and the vibrant Waimangu and Wai-O-Tapu geothermal reserves.
Leaving Wai-O-Tapu, descend to follow the Waikato River to the hidden valley of Orakei Korako. Once landed, you will ferry across the river and
begin your land-based tour. Experience hot springs, gushing geysers and the natural beauty of this geothermal wonderland. The return flight
takes in views of farmland and the Paeroa mountain range before flying over Rotorua City and returning to the lakefront pier.

Your accommodation: Solitaire Lodge
Solitaire Lodge Rotorua, one of New Zealand’s premier luxury lodges, enjoys breathtaking views over Lake
Tarawera, with lush natural bush and volcanic landscape backdrop. The subtle design brings the outdoors
in, inviting you to unwind and soak up the peace and quiet of this tranquil setting. Minutes from this iconic
resort you will discover a multitude of activities.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner
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Day 4

Rotorua to Napier
This drive will take you through the thermal region just south of Rotorua. Home to a plethora of unique geothermal attractions including boiling
mud pits, natural hot springs and steaming geysers, this area is a must do before you move on to Napier. Notable attractions are Wai-O-Tapu,
Waimangu and Craters of the Moon.
Continue on to Taupo and marvel at the lake, a giant crater formed following a volcanic eruption in the year 180 CE. As you approach the city,
be sure to stop at Huka Falls to view the spectacular sight of hundreds of cubic metres of water spilling every second down the narrow 11 metre
drop.
For an extra thrill take a jet-boat ride to the base of the falls. Leaving Taupo, follow the road as it climbs the rugged Ahimanawa Range before
descending back down the Pacific Coast to art deco Napier.

The Farm at Cape Kidnappers
With spectacular panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean, nestled among 6,000 acres of rugged&nbsp; coastal farmland, The Farm at Cape
Kidnappers offers a multitude of activities within a five-star luxury setting. Offering many comfortable spaces to relax and unwind, including an
intimate snug, stylish lounges, outdoor conservatory areas - there is no better way to take in this picturesque landscape.
Choose from a range of leisure facilities such as: a heated infinity pool and jacuzzi, spa treatments with beautiful forest and ocean views, a
world class&nbsp; golf course and clubhouse and a&nbsp; fully equipped gym, offering yoga, pilates, golf specific fitness and personal training.
The Farm is also home to some of the best trails in the north island, from independent forest walks to ocean stroll or guided farm tours - pack a
picnic and set off on an afternoon of outdoor fun. Also on offer are mountain, bikes, quad bikes and horse treks for the more adventurous
traveller.

Your accommodation: Rosewood Cape Kidnappers Hawkes
Located in Hawke's Bay, one of New Zealand's most important wine districts, Cape Kidnappers has a rich
history. The Farm is a five-star experience set on a 6,000-acre sheep and cattle farm which encompasses
land reminiscent of Montana but plunges 800 feet straight into the sea. A championship golf course
designed by Tom Doak is just one reason to experience The Farm.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Day 5

Explore Napier and the Hawke's Bay
With its Mediterranean climate and Art Deco style, Hawke's Bay is an attractive holiday prospect. As the nation's first winemaking region, a visit
to one of its 30 wineries is a must. A trip to Mission Estate touted as the birthplace of NZ wine can't be missed. For the truly enthused head out
on a tour of the vines. Those into Gatsby will enjoy the chance to view prominent Art Deco landmarks on a 1930s Vintage Car Tour. Passengers
will spend just over an hour learning about the history of the city's architecture including the Napier Municipal Theatre, one of the top ten Art
Deco Buildings in the world. If you're after some fresh air, hire a bike and take your pick of one of over 200km of cycling trails or head on down
to one of the many beaches that ring the area. Ocean or Waimarama beach are good choices and both are patrolled by surf lifeguards during
the summer. Indulge in some local produce and head out on a cheese, chocolate, honey or orchard tour. End on a high with another ride, this
time in a comfortable trailer pulled by a tractor en-route to Cape Kidnappers Gannet Colony, the largest of its kind in the world.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Grape Escape half day Hawke's Bay Wine tour
This wine tasting tour is designed for casual imbibers and wine aficionados. Meet like-minded people and share an appreciation of Hawke's
Bay's fantastic wines. Taste great wines made with passion and learn of the areas unique growing conditions. Take home outstanding wines
and wonderful memories. Join a fun filled wine tasting afternoon in the sun driving through absolutely stunning scenery. Meet like-minded
people and share an appreciation of this region's fantastic wine. Visit four to five wineries and enjoy a cheese platter on the grounds of the
Ngatarawa Vineyard beside the lily pond.
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Your accommodation: Rosewood Cape Kidnappers Hawkes
Located in Hawke's Bay, one of New Zealand's most important wine districts, Cape Kidnappers has a rich
history. The Farm is a five-star experience set on a 6,000-acre sheep and cattle farm which encompasses
land reminiscent of Montana but plunges 800 feet straight into the sea. A championship golf course
designed by Tom Doak is just one reason to experience The Farm.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Day 6

Napier to Wellington City via Masterton
The rolling countryside of the Hawke's Bay leads you into some of New Zealand&rsquo;s richest farmland, located around the Manawatu region.
Passing along the Manawatu Gorge the Wairarapa welcomes you. Masterton is home to the golden shears sheep shearing competition while
just further south Greytown boasts the largest concentration of historic wooden buildings in the country.
Nearby Martinborough is home to dozens of boutique wineries. The route takes you over the Rimutaka Range and along the magnificent natural
harbour that the capital city of Wellington sits upon.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Zealandia By Night Wildlife Sanctuary Tour
Taking a night tour of Zealandia wildlife eco-sanctuary is an unforgettable experience and one that comes highly recommended. A conservation
success and safe haven for some of New Zealand's rarest native animals, Zealandia is home to many remarkable species of birds, reptiles and
insects living wild within a beautiful 225 hectare (one square mile) valley, just 10 minutes from the central city.
Your tour begins with an interactive exhibition before you walk through the gates of Zealandia predator-exclusion fence into the sanctuary. Your
guide will then lead you on a torch-light walk through the native New Zealand bush. Possible sights include Kiwi foraging on the forest floor,
tuatara hunting for food, glowworms shining, tiny Maud Island frogs in their enclosure, pateke (brown teal) ducks feeding at night and kaka
(parrots) coming in to roost. Zealandia is one of the best places to see kiwi in the wild. Over 100 of these nocturnal birds live freely in their
natural environment inside the safety of the sanctuary valley, so your chances of seeing one are high!

Your accommodation: Naumi Hotel Wellington
Naumi Studio Wellington, an iconic heritage landmark in the heart of the Cuba Street precinct. After an
extensive renovation, this 116-room property has transformed into visual feast for the senses, enthralling
guests with eclectic spaces inspired from seafaring, the library world and enduring love.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 7

Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton with exclusive access to the Premium Plus Lounge
The 92 km journey between Wellington and Picton takes around 3 hours and has been described as 'one of the most beautiful ferry rides in the
world'. Leaving Wellington Harbour you pass many interesting points such as Pencarrow Head on top of which is New Zealand's oldest
lighthouse (1859). Red Rocks is home to a seal colony and Oterangi Bay is the site which recorded the country's highest ever wind speed of
268 kph (167 mph). From the Cook Strait, spectacular views of the Kaikoura Ranges on the South Island can be enjoyed and dolphins and
many sea birds are often seen.
Around one hour of the cruise takes you through the Marlborough Sounds - and this region of bush covered mountains, small islands, crystal
clear waters and secluded bays is a remarkable photographic opportunity. At the end of Queen Charlotte Sound the cruise comes to an end in
the picturesque town of Picton.
When you're not out on the deck enjoying the amazing views, you can retreat to the exclusive Premium Plus lounge which is the most
comfortable and relaxing way to travel across the Cook Strait. You'll enjoy complimentary beverages, light snacks, lunch or breakfast, internet
access, magazines and newspapers and the most comfortable seating, so you can sit back and enjoy the journey.
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Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

Picton
Picton is a picturesque portside town at the top of the South Island. Gateway to the forest, marine and island attractions of the Marlborough
Sounds, Picton is built around a sheltered harbour. Home to cafes, restaurants and galleries it also has a floating maritime museum and
aquarium. Picton is also the starting point to Queen Charlotte Track, one of New Zealand&rsquo;s leading hiking trails.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Half Day Wine Tour
An afternoon among the vines! Be immersed in the Marlborough wine country with the Sounds Connection half day wine tour. You'll be collected
from your accommodation and taken through three or four hand-picked wineries to taste the award-winning produce this region is known for.
You'll also hear about the history of winemaking in Marlborough as well as learning the unique processes each winery goes through. A lunch
stop is not included in this tour so we do advise you have something to eat prior to this activity.&nbsp;

Your accommodation: Furneaux Lodge, Marlborough Sounds
Nestled at the head of Endeavour Inlet is Furneaux Lodge, the first stop on the renowned Queen Charlotte
Track. It looks out over the calm, clear water of the bay, embraced by 800 hectares of virgin native forest,
unchanged since Captain Cook's first visit to the inlet in 1769. There's award winning restaurant and superb
accommodation options ranging from suites to chalets.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 8

Picton to Kaikoura
From Picton head south on State Highway One towards Blenheim, and the wine producing region of Marlborough. Ideally located to enjoy an
afternoon sampling the local produce, stop for a guided wine tour with Full Day Marlborough Wine Tour.
Crossing the dry hills of the Marlborough ranges you head towards one of the most spectacular coastlines of the South Island, the Kaikoura
Coast. The road hugs the shore for around 50 kilometres and offers many chances to view the native wildlife such as seabirds and New Zealand
fur seals. To the east is the Pacific Ocean and to the west you'll follow alongside the Kaikoura Ranges before arriving into the bustling Kaikoura
Township.

Your accommodation: Hapuku Lodge & Tree Houses
Hapuku Lodge was built to give guests a great night's sleep in one the most beautiful places in the world.
The Lodge sits tight between the mountains and the ocean, on a deer stud and olive farm.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Day 9

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Whale Watch Kaikoura
Experience New Zealand's only marine based whale watching company. Whale Watch Kaikoura offer a once-in-a-lifetime, up close encounter
with the giant Sperm Whale. You are also likely to encounter New Zealand fur seals, dusky dolphins and albatross. Depending on the season
you may also see pilot, blue and southern right whales as well as migrating humpbacks. Often orcas can be spotted here and the world's
smallest dolphin, the Hectors, occasionally make an appearance.
Cruise in style on modern catamarans, specifically designed for whale watching, featuring large passenger cabins and outside viewing decks.
Passenger numbers for each tour are kept below the vessel carrying capacity to ensure your tour experience remains a personal one.
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Kaikoura to Christchurch
Today you travel down the coast before heading inland through the North Canterbury wine region - the Waipara Valley. As you drive through
this area you&rsquo;ll be greeted by one of New Zealand's most notorious animals, the sheep. If you&rsquo;ve time on your hands we
recommend taking a detour to Hanmer Springs for relaxing dip in its thermal pools. Arriving into Christchurch you'll see a new and improved city,
steadily rising from the ruins of the 2011 earthquake.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Christchurch Gondola
In the Heathcote Valley, just fifteen minutes from the heart of Christchurch City, ride the Christchurch Gondola for nearly a kilometer to the
collapsed rim of an extinct volcano, which exploded six million years ago. Take in the spectacular panoramic views of the central city, Lyttelton
Harbour, Banks Peninsula, Canterbury Plains, and the distant peaks of the Southern Alps. Wander the summit complex, enjoy a coffee or lunch
in the cafe, and choose one of many nature walks to explore or visit the Christchurch Discovery Rice, a dramatic reconstruction of the history of
the Port Hills and Christchurch.&nbsp;

Your accommodation: Hotel Montreal
A true original, Hotel Montreal is a unique, luxury escape in the heart of Christchurch city. Hotel Montreal is
often recognised for the five-star comfort and convenience it affords those passing through the Garden City.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 10

Return your vehicle to Christchurch Airport
Explore more of Christchurch before dropping your rental car at the airport depot and continuing your onward journey.
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Tour details
Departures: Daily
Tour type: Nationwide Self Drive
Starts: Auckland
Finishes: Christchurch
Tour length: 10
Accomodation: Luxury Lodges & Hotels
Car/transport type:  

Included activities
Includes 6 dinners

Includes All breakfasts

Includes Private airport transfers

Includes Interislander ferry crossing (Premium Plus Lounge)

Accommodation summary
Day 1 M Social Hotel Auckland
Day 2 Solitaire Lodge
Day 3 Solitaire Lodge
Day 4 Rosewood Cape Kidnappers Hawkes
Day 5 Rosewood Cape Kidnappers Hawkes
Day 6 Naumi Hotel Wellington
Day 7 Furneaux Lodge, Marlborough Sounds
Day 8 Hapuku Lodge & Tree Houses
Day 9 Hotel Montreal
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